
TOWN OF PLAINFIELD
BOARD OF SELECTMEN

Meeting Minutes – 23 January, 2023

Kevin Cunningham called the regular meeting to order at 7:00pm.

Members present: Kevin Cunningham, Art Gagne and Scott Gardiner.

Minutes Approve meeting minutes from BOS meeting 9 Dec., 2023.

Art Gagne motioned to approve minutes from the BOS meeting on 9
December, 2022. Art motioned and Scott seconded. No discussion. All in
favor. Motion passed.

Public Comment None.

Old Business None.

New Business

Discussion and appointment Cheryl Roberts to the Housing
Authority.

Art Gagne motioned to add item 6 to the agenda in a discussion to appoint Cheryl
Roberts to the Housing Authority. Scott Gardiner seconded. All in favor, motion passed.

1. Consider and act on tax refunds as requested by the Tax Collector totaling
$68.62 for Thomas J. Hall and Darlene M. Hall.

Art motioned to approve the tax refund for Thomas J. Hall and Darlene M. Hall in the
amount of $68.62. Scott seconded. No other discussion. All in favor, motion passed.

2. Discuss and act on bypass of the procurement policy for Lions Park
Playground equipment through Creative Recreation.
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Creative Recreation is the only company available to assist in this project, hence the
bypass of the procurement policy. Art asked about the discrepancy between $171,400
and $171,440 on PO for the equipment only. Correct amount is $171,440. Kevin moves
to amend PO the amount. Art is questioning the reduction of $24,000 for factory
installment. Kevin stated he would like to have volunteers install the equipment instead
of a company. Art inquired if the $24,000 would be deducted from the $60,000 for
installation. Mark Simmons, Rec Department, stated that volunteers are able to
assemble the equipment but the company would be involved, hence a reduction in
costs. Total amount would be $169,160.

Art motioned to accept bypass of Procurement Policy for Lions Park Playground equipment
through Creative Recreation for $169,160. Scott seconded. No other discussion. All in favor,
motion passed.

3. Discuss and act on bypassing of the procurement policy for hiring
engineer Archer Surveying and KWP Associates. Art asked if the
procurement amount had changed to be over $10,000. Kevin stated that was
correct but wanted to make sure that it was recorded.

Art motioned to accept bypass of Procurement Policy for engineer Archer Surveying and KWP
Associates for $9,200. Scott seconded. No other discussion. All in favor. Motion passed.

4. Discuss and act on review of ARPA Business Grant applications. Jordan
Lumpkins explained the process. 21 applications were received with $436,100 of
requests. The loss for businesses was around $900,000. He presented 11
applications recommended by the Economic Civil Commission for a total of
$246,100. Program was originally funded up to $250K but $100,000 was
approved for the Hardship Program. Jordan asked that the $100,000 be
transferred and be added to the Business Grant. Kevin stated that there were no
applications received regarding the Hardship Program and agreed this would be
an appropriate way to use the money.

Art Gagne motioned that the 24 March, 2022 resolution authorizing expense of ARPA fund be
amended as written. Scott Gardiner seconded. No further discussion. All in favor, motion
passed.

The list of applicants and the amounts are as follows:

American Legion Ambulance $10,000

Enchanted Jewelry $25,000

Hay Burr Inn $25,000

Hope Lodge $25,000
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La Cantina (with contingencies) $25,000

Marie's Fitness $15,700

Matthew’s Catering $25,000

On The Spot Catering $20,400

Plainfield Business Association $25,000

Plainfield Midget Football Association $25,000

Tap Truck New England $25,000

Art motioned that the following ARPA Small Business Economy Recovery Grant applications be
approved, with contingencies, that applications received have final approval from the town
attorney and all project activities follow municipal, state and federal guidelines. Scott seconded.
No further discussion. All in favor, motion passed.

Three applicants should be denied because they are not located in Plainfield or failed to
respond.

Art motioned that the following ARPA Small Business Economic Recovery Grant Applicants be
denied: Mikes Cuts, Flourish By Crissy and Dog House Bakery. Scott seconded. No further
discussion. All in favor, motion passed.

5. Discuss and act on adding 143151 Plainfield Pike Rd to the state listed
DECD sites for Enterprise Corridor Zone. Approval by BOS would allow the
first selectman an opportunity to write a letter to support the State of
Connecticut for the addition.

Support and answering of other questions: Mary Ann Chinatti, Town Planner, and
MaryEllen Hall, Tax Assessor. Dean asked if the land owner reached out to the town.
Kevin stated that the land owner did not reach out but Kevin is still undecided where to
go from here. The owner did ask if the town is offering any tax incentives. Kevin said no.
His concern is that the fairly large parcel could be used for up to one million sq ft.
warehouse. When the owner originally talked to Kevin, they were planning on using the
land on speculation when the economy was much better. There was an expectation that
someone would say they wanted it. Now, they are talking to two different businesses
and would be negotiating with them. MaryAnn was approached to change this over to
an Enterprise Corridor. Dean asked if the Enterprise Corridor would end and MaryAnn
stated that it would not. The only way it would end is if the state disbands the program.
The tax break would end after 5 years.  Currently this is a 5 yr. plan and the town would
see 20% of the tax revenue and 40% from the state. Kevin feels this is not a wise plan
at this time. Originally this property was zoned as residential but in 2012 it was zoned as
industrial. She has had three agents from large companies contact her regarding
property of this size and desirability in CT as well as MA. Art inquired what ECEC, now
ECZ, was and she did not have an answer. Art inquired about the red zones on the map
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and what was the current property. Kevin asked MaryAnn if the Scannell Corp. reached
out to her to see if anyone was interested in this property if the zoning passed. Maryann
stated they had not. Art asked if there were any other tax incentives for this property.
Kevin would not like to give a tax incentive to a large company if they may not need it.

Scott motioned to take no action on adding 143151 Plainfield Pike Rd to the state listed DECD
sites for Enterprise Corridor Zone. Approval by BOS would allow the first selectman an
opportunity to write a letter to support the State of Connecticut for the addition. Art seconded.
No further discussion. All in favor, motion passed.

6. Discuss and appoint Cheryl Roberts to the Housing Authority. Her appointment
would be from 2 Jan, 2023 thru 2 Jan, 2028.

Art motioned to appoint Cheryl Roberts to the Housing Authority starting 2 Jan, 2023 thru 2
Jan, 2028. Scott seconded. No further discussion. All in favor, motion passed.

Adjournment

Art motioned to adjourn at 7:33 pm and Kevin Cunningham seconded the motion. All in favor,
motion passed.

Respectfully submitted by,

_____________________________

Krystal Ferrari, Recording Secretary
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